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IntroductIon

These units were developed under the ACT Curriculum framework Every chance to learn. The Australian 
Government has made the decision to implement the Australian Curriculum in three phases: 

•	 Phase	1	includes	History,	English,	Science	and	Mathematics	and	will	be	implemented	from	2011

•	 Phase	2	will	include	The	Arts,	Languages	and	Geography	

•	 Phase	3	will	include	Health,	Physical	Education,	Economics	and	Technologies.

The	curriculum	units	in	the	Cotter	Dam	Education	Kit	have	been	realigned	with	the	content	of	the	Science	
and	History	learning	areas	developed	in	Phase	1.

cApAbIlItIes And cross currIculum prIorItIes

A	bridging	document	for	ACT	schools	provides	the	following	explanation:

“While the Australian Curriculum is packaged into learning areas ACARA has 
recognised	that	we	live	in	a	world	where	knowledge	is	constantly	growing	and	
evolving.	Students	need	to	develop	a	set	of	skills,	behaviours	and	dispositions,	or	
general	capabilities	that	apply	across	subject-based	content	and	equip	them	to	be	life	
long	learners	able	to	operate	with	confidence	in	a	complex,	information-rich,	
globalised	world.	To	this	end,	the	Australian	Curriculum	pays	explicit	attention	to	how	
seven general capabilities and three cross-curriculum priorities	contribute	to,	
and	can	be	developed	through,	teaching	in	each	learning	area.

The	capabilities	are:	

1.	 literacy

2.	 numeracy

3.	 information	and	communication	technology	(ICT)	competence

4. critical and creative thinking

5.	 ethical	behaviour

6. personal and social competence

7. intercultural understanding
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The	first	three	will	have	continua	developed	to	assist	teachers	with	their	planning	and	
to	align	with	national	testing.	The	capabilities	are	similar	to	the	Essential	Learning	
Achievements	1	–	6	in	Every	chance	to	Learn,	with	the	addition	of	Literacy	and	
Numeracy.	Quality	teaching	in	each	of	the	learning	areas	will	always	contribute	to	a	
student’s	development	of	general	capabilities.	The	Australian	Curriculum	reinforces	
this	expectation	by	incorporating	the	general	capabilities	into	the	content	descriptions	
in	the	learning	areas,	in	ways	appropriate	to	each	learning	area.”

The Australian Curriculum K-10 A bridging document for ACT schools, p5

The	Cotter	Dam	Education	Kit	addresses	inquiry	based	teaching	and	learning	through	ELAs	2	and	3.	The	
Australian	Curriculum	addresses	inquiry	based	learning	through	the	Science	Inquiry	Skills	and	Historical	
Skills strands.

“The rationale for the cross-curriculum priorities is that the Australian Curriculum 
must	be	both	relevant	to	the	lives	of	students	and	address	the	contemporary	issues	
with	which	they	are	dealing.		With	this	in	mind,	the	curriculum	gives	special	attention	
to	three	priorities:	one	national	priority,	one	regional	priority	and	one	global	priority.		
These	will	immerse	students	in	learning	beyond	their	local	context.

The	three	cross-curriculum	priorities	are:

1.			Aboriginal and torres strait Islander histories and cultures,	to	ensure	that	all	
young	Australians	are	given	the	opportunity	to	gain	a	deeper	understanding	and	
appreciation	of	Aboriginal	and	Torres	Strait	Islander	histories	and	cultures,	their	
significance	for	Australia	and	the	impact	these	have	had	and	continue	to	have	on	
our world.  this is a national focus.

2.			Asia and Australia’s engagement with Asia,	to	reflect	the	importance	of	young	
people	knowing	about	Asia	and	Australia’s	engagement	with	Asia.		As	young	
people	learn	about	and	develop	a	better	understanding	of	the	countries	and	
cultures	of	the	regions,	they	appreciate	the	economic,	political	and	cultural	
interconnections that Australia has with the Asia region.  this is a regional 
focus.

3.			sustainability,	to	develop	in	young	people	an	appreciation	of	the	need	for	more	
sustainable	patterns	of	living,	and	to	build	capacities	for	thinking,	valuing	and	
acting	necessary	to	create	a	more	sustainable	future.		this is a global focus.”

The Australian Curriculum K-10 A bridging document for ACT schools, p6
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sAvIng wAter for lIfe:  
people And plAce

elA AlIgnment to the AustrAlIAn currIculum 

Act currIculum 
frAmeworK
every chance to learn

AustrAlIAn currIculum

early childhood Year 2

elA 21 the student understands about 
Australia and Australians

HKU	=	Historical	Knowledge	and	Understanding

HS	=	Historical	Skills

21.EC.2	some	places	and	landmarks	in	the	local	
community

•	 HKU:	The	history	of	a	significant	person,	
building,	site	or	part	of	the	natural	
environment	in	the	local	community	and	what	
it	reveals	about	the	past

•	 HKU:	The	importance	today	of	an	historical	
site	of	cultural	or	spiritual	significance;	for	
example,	a	community	building,	a	landmark,	
a war memorial

21.EC.4	the	stories	of	some	people	and	events	
in Australia’s past

•	 HKU:	The	history	of	a	significant	person,	
building,	site	or	part	of	the	natural	
environment	in	the	local	community	and	what	
it	reveals	about	the	past

21.EC.11	find	out	about	people’s	lives	in	the	
past	by	asking	questions	of	people	they	know	
(e.g.	find	out	what	their	parents’	lives	were	like	
when	they	were	children)

•	 HS:	Pose	questions	about	the	past	using	
sources provided

continued...
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Act currIculum 
frAmeworK
every chance to learn

AustrAlIAn currIculum

later childhood Year 3

elA 21 the student understands about 
Australia and Australians

HKU	=	Historical	Knowledge	and	Understanding

HS	=	Historical	Skills

21.LC.2	significant	landmarks,	places	and	
population centres in Australia

•	 HKU:	ONE	important	example	of	change	and	
ONE	important	example	of	continuity	over	
time	in	the	local	community,	region	or	state/
territory;	for	example,	in	relation	to	the	areas	
of	transport,	work,	education,	natural	and	built	
environments,	entertainment,	daily	life

21.LC.6	cultural	groups	within	Australian	
communities,	including	some	features	of	their	
histories,	customs	and	beliefs

•	 HKU:	The	importance	of	Country	and	Place	to	
Aboriginal	and/or	Torres	Strait	Islander	
peoples	who	belong	to	a	local	area.	(This	is	
intended	to	be	a	local	area	study	with	a	focus	
on	one	Language	group;	however,	if	
information	or	sources	are	not	readily	
available,	another	representative	area	may	be	
studied)

•	 HKU:	The	role	that	people	of	diverse	
backgrounds	have	played	in	the	development	
and	character	of	the	local	community

21.LC.13	explain	current	and	past	events	using	
evidence from investigation

•	 HS:	Locate	relevant	information	from	sources	
provided 

•	 HS:	Develop	historical	texts,	particularly	
narratives

Act currIculum 
frAmeworK
every chance to learn

AustrAlIAn currIculum

early Adolescence
later Adolescence

Years 6-10

These	units	have	a	local	geographic	focus	making	them	more	relevant	to	the	Geography	learning	
area.	However,	there	are	specific	teaching	and	learning	activities	which	directly	relate	to	Historical	
Knowledge	and	Understanding	and	Historical	Skills.
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pages 13 and 25 have been corrected. please use the following 
corrected pages instead.

•	 	How	did	Aboriginal	people	and	early	European	settlers	use	the	Cotter	River	prior	to	the	
construction of the Cotter Dam?

•	 	How	did	the	Cotter	Dam	projects	enhance	the	recreational	and	leisure	opportunities	of	the	
Canberra	community?	

•	 	What	opportunities	does	the	Cotter	Dam	enlargement	provide	for	the	Canberra	community	to	
reconnect with ‘The Cotter’? 

•	 How	will	you	apply	your	knowledge	and	understanding	to	a	contemporary	situation?	

•	 How	would	you	share	your	understanding	of	the	use	of	the	Cotter	with	the	wider	community?

essentIAl leArnIng AchIevements

elA 2 the student understAnds And ApplIes the InquIrY 
process

In the later childhood band of development, students have opportunities to:

2.LC.3	 create	questions	and	predictions	for	investigation	and	testing

2.LC.10	 conduct	searches	for	information	and	use	a	range	of	sources	(e.g.	information	texts,	artefacts,	
maps,	images)	and

2.LC.16	 reflect	on	their	enquiry	experience,	identify	what	went	well	and	difficulties	encountered,	 
and suggest improvements to the investigation.

elA 21 the student understAnds About AustrAlIA And 
AustrAlIAns 

In the later childhood band of development, students have opportunities to 
understand and learn about:

21.LC.2	 significant	landmarks,	places	and	population	centres	in	Australia	and

21.LC.6	 cultural	groups	within	Australian	communities,	including	some	features	of	their	histories,	
customs	and	beliefs.

In the later childhood band of development, students have opportunities to learn to:

21.LC.13	 explain	current	and	past	events	using	evidence	from	investigation.
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•	 	How	did	Aboriginal	people	and	early	European	settlers	use	the	Cotter	River	prior	to	the	
construction of the Cotter Dam?

•	 	How	did	the	Cotter	Dam	projects	enhance	the	recreational	and	leisure	opportunities	of	the	
Canberra	community?	

•	 	What	opportunities	does	the	Cotter	Dam	enlargement	provide	for	the	Canberra	community	to	
reconnect with ‘The Cotter’? 

•	 	How	will	you	apply	your	knowledge	and	understanding	to	a	contemporary	situation?	

•	 	How	would	you	share	your	understanding	of	the	use	of	the	Cotter	with	the	wider	community?

essentIAl leArnIng AchIevements

elA 2 the student understAnds And ApplIes the InquIrY 
process 

In the early adolescence band of development, students have opportunities to:

2.EA.3	 formulate	questions,	predictions	or	propositions	suitable	for	investigation	and	clarify	the	inquiry	
focus

2.EA.8	 access	and	interpret	a	range	of	primary	and/or	secondary	sources	of	information	(e.g.	
historical	documents,	images,	oral	histories,	biographies,	articles,	media	sources,	statistical	
data	sets)

2.EA.9	 evaluate	the	accuracy,	relevance,	completeness	and	credibility	of	data	and	information	and	
their	sources	(e.g.	recognise	evidence,	opinion,	bias	and	perspective;	identify	credentials	of	
authors	or	websites)	and

2.EA.15	 present	the	inquiry	focus,	problems,	background,	ideas	and	approaches	and	report	on	results,	
findings	and	conclusions	using	suitable	representations	and	discipline-based	terminology.

elA 21 the student understAnds About AustrAlIA And 
AustrAlIAns 

In the early adolescence band of development, students have opportunities to 
understand and learn about:

21.EA.2	 how	the	geography	of	Australia	influences	what	people	do	to	survive	and	prosper	(e.g.	where	
people	live,	the	location	of	natural	resources	and	the	development	of	industries	and	cities)	and

21.EA.4	 past	and	contemporary	people,	movements,	events	and	ideas,	which	shaped	Australia	as	a	
nation	with	a	sense	of	Australian	identity.

In the early adolescence band of development, students have opportunities to:

21.EA.9	 use	geographical	language,	tools	and	conventions	to	interpret	and	create	representations	of	
Australia’s	physical	and	human	geography

21.EA.10	 sequence	key	historical	events	to	create	a	narrative	of	a	key	period	in	Australian	history	and

21.EA.11	 find	out	about,	discuss	and	evaluate	historical	events	using	appropriate	genres,	sources	and	
evidence.


