
construction personnel 
toolbox training

What is an un-anticipated Aboriginal heritage discovery? 
Any Aboriginal artefact, which can be anything which is the result of past Aboriginal activity including stone, plant, animal and 
human bone (skeletal) remains, that is found unanticipated while onsite.  

Under the ACT Heritage Act 2004, which protects all sites and objects with cultural heritage significance, these artefacts must 
be protected. Cultural heritage significance is assessed by the Aboriginal community and is typically based on traditional and 
contemporary lore, spiritual values, and oral history, and may also take into account scientific and educational value. 

What to do if you come across any unanticipated 
suspected human remains during construction work?
1. Cease all ground surface disturbance in the area of the find(s) immediately by notifying machinery operators in the immediate 

vicinity of the find(s). Also avoid touching the discovered remains. 

2. Inform the site supervisor as soon as possible and he/she will organise for a qualified professional opinion.

3. Create a buffer zone of 50 m x 50 m around the suspected cultural discovery. No authorised entry or earth disturbance will be 
allowed until the discovery has been assessed. 

Aboriginal burial sites
Burials normally occur in deep soil where the ground can be dug relatively easily. Typical burial 
locations include sand dunes (especially next to the mouths of estuaries, rivers and creeks) and river 
banks. Burials often occur nearby other sites. 

Note that most bone found on the land surface is recent in origin. To confirm this look for evidence of a 
recent death (traces of flesh, recent damage by scavengers), or the lack of weathering, and look for an 
indication that it is an introduced animal such as a sheep, cow, dog etc.

Nevertheless the unanticipated discovery protocol for the discovery of human remains should be 
followed whenever human bone or suspected human bone is encountered. 

Scarred trees
Aboriginal scars on trees were generally a by-product of the removal of bark or wood for the 
creation of canoes, shields, vessels and other goods.

At this stage no Aboriginal scarred trees have been recorded in the Enlarged Cotter Dam project 
area to date. However there remains some potential for Aboriginal scars to be present on old 
growth trees located on steep slopes where remnants of native forest survive.

Characteristics of Aboriginal scarred trees include: 

•  The tree and the scar must be old enough

•  The scar does not normally run to ground level

•  The scar should be reasonably regular in outline and regrowth

•  The outline of the scar (its shape) is either roughly parallel sided or concave, and symmetrical 
(see photo)

AboriginAl CulturAl HeritAge VAlueS


