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What is the EHN virus? 
EHN (Epizootic Haematopoietic Necrosis) virus is a deadly virus that can infect and kill fish. Of particular 
concern is the last remaining sustainable population of the Macquarie Perch in the ACT, which currently 
survives in the Cotter Reservoir. The virus can survive for months in water, in sediments or on equipment.  
It can be spread by birds, by other fish and by fishermen (e.g. on their gear or boats). The main carrier 
of the EHN virus in Australia is the Redfin Perch, an alien fish that has helped spread the virus in NSW, 
Victoria and the ACT. 

What fish to look out for?
The Redfin Perch is the main carrier of the EHN virus. It is an 
introduced species, a pest that has built up to large numbers and 
displaced native fish by competing for habitat and spreading the 
EHN virus. The virus is fatal to several fish species, including the 
endangered Macquarie Perch. Redfin Perch usually grow up to 45 cm 
and can be identified by a pattern of five or more black bands across 
the back and bright reddish-orange fins and tail.

How to identify the EHN virus? 
EHN virus is usually seen in Australia through large kills of young Redfin Perch. Fish kills tend to occur over 
a short period in the summer months (especially December and January). 

Signs and symptoms
Infected fish can be identified by signs such as:

• Bleeding near the fins and/or gills

• Swelling of the stomach

• Weak and disoriented swimming

• Swimming erratically near the surface
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If you spot a Redfin Perch or if you suspect a fish has signs or symptoms of the 
EHN virus, contact your Enlarged Cotter Dam Environmental Representative.
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