
environmental toolbox

The Cotter catchment is home to a number of threatened aquatic fauna, including Macquarie Perch, Trout 
Cod, Two-spined Blackfish and the Murray River Crayfish.  Ecologists will monitor construction works within 
the Cotter Catchment and it is important that effective mitigation measures are implemented during the 
construction phase of the Enlarged Cotter Dam to minimise the potential impact to these threatened fish 
and crayfish species.

The Macquarie Perch (Macquaria australasica) is listed 
as endangered under the Commonwealth Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999.

Macquarie Perch is considered to be the key species 
of concern in the Cotter Reservoir. The Cormorants are 
the predator posing the greatest risk to the Macquarie 
Perch in the Cotter Reservoir. The Macquarie Perch in 
the Cotter Reservoir are the only viable population of 
this threatened species in the ACT. 

The Trout Cod (Maccullochella macquariensis) 
is a moderately large freshwater fish endemic to 
the Murray-Darling River system in south-eastern 
Australia. The Trout Cod is listed as endangered 
under the Commonwealth Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999.

The only known reproducing population of Trout Cod 
in the ACT is located in the Bendora Reservoir and 
the Cotter River upstream of the Bendora Reservoir.

Two-spined Blackfish (Gadopsis bispinosus)  were 
present in the Murrumbidgee River in the ACT until the 
mid 1960’s, but are now restricted to the Cotter River 
and its reservoirs.

Two spined Blackfish are listed as vulnerable under 
the ACT Nature Conservation Act 1980. They are found 
in the Cotter River upstream of the Cotter reservoir and 
in the Bendora and Corin Reservoirs.

Murray River Crayfish (Euastacus armatus) are 
classed as a vulnerable species under the ACT 
Nature Conservation Act 1980. They are found in 
the Murrumbidgee and Cotter Rivers below the 
Cotter Dam.

Fishing for Murray Crayfish is a popular pastime. 
This has affected both numbers and size caught. It 
was once found well into South Australia, but is now 
not found below Mildura in the Murray River.

ThreaTened Fish – FacT sheeT



Possible risks to fish populations during 
construction:

• Drawdown of the Cotter Reservoir, limiting fish 
passage to upstream spawning habitat

• Increased chance of spills involving oils and 
other contaminants, entering the aquatic 
environment

• Increased erosion resulting in sediment 
entering the Cotter Reservoir and downstream 
of the Enlarged Cotter Dam (as a result of 
construction activity)

• Increased chance of pathogens (in particular 
the EHN virus) and/or pests entering the aquatic 
environment

• Risk of cold water pollution downstream of 
Enlarged Cotter Dam site, if water releases are 
not scheduled appropriately

Ways to minimise impacts to fish populations 
during construction:

• Continue to monitor water quality, quantity and 
fish numbers throughout the duration of the 
works

• Prepare, implement & maintain Erosion and 
Sediment Control Plans (ESCPs) for all areas  
of work

• Minimise the opportunity for leaks or spills to 
occur by following correct procedures when 
refuelling machinery and ensure regular 
maintenance of vehicles and plant machinery

• Know where spill kits are located and how to 
use them

• Always inspect environmental controls regularly, 
e.g. before and after rain events

• Follow waste management practices (avoid, 
reduce, reuse, recycle, dispose) and always 
maintain a clean and tidy work area. Wastes 
and litter entering the waterway can destroy 
habitats and water quality, and have a 
damaging effect on fish populations

• Always dispose of wastes to a licensed waste 
facility. Under nO circUMsTances is it 
permissible to dump wastes in waterways

• Always use designated concrete washout 
facilities

• Bushfire risk can increase during construction. 
It is important for all personnel to be aware of 
appropriate fire management practices and 
procedures in the event of a fire occurring

• Ensure that appropriate decontamination of 
vehicles and plant occurs before and after 
working in the catchment to minimise the 
possibility of introducing pathogens and pests 
into the waterways.

• Stay out of restricted ‘no go’ areas. Vehicles 
must stay on formed access tracks and away 
from environmentally sensitive areas

• Water from the Cotter River is nOT to be used 
for Enlarged Cotter Dam construction purposes. 
Water is only to be sourced from designated 
standpipes/valves

ThreaTened Fish – FacT sheeT continued

Under the ACT Fisheries Act 1991 fishing is prohibited in the Cotter River Catchment and penalties up 
to $5,000 apply.

Under the ACT Nature Conservation Act 1980, any person(s) caught interfering with a protected native 
animal can be fined up to $10,000 and receive up to one year imprisonment.


